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Whither 



Not Wither… 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  
  
  

  



Whither the GP Record? 

To what state are we bound? 

…to be ignored or neglected 
and thereby be wasted… 

Hopefully not: 





Is the GP Record fit for all 
these purposes? 



“…record their findings…in a 
very clear and objective 

manner, so their records may 
be… employed by other 

physicians.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippocrates 



“Keeps accurate 
contemporaneous records 

sufficient for another clinician 
to effectively take over care of 

the patient.” 



“…will require health professionals 
to think in new ways about clinical 

record keeping …” 





“…a more positive attitude 
about the computer in 

medicine.” 



https://youtu.be/qMsPXSMTpFI 



“The practice of medicine is 
the way you handle data and 

how you think with it, and 
the way you handle it 

determines the way you 
think.” 



“I’m a doctor Jim, not an 
engineer!” 











Who 
decides? 







“Speed up data entry” 

“Ensure consistent 
structure and 

coding” 

“ensure information 
available in 

computable form” 





Clinical Notes 

• Term (mandatory) + 
text (optional) 

 

Clinical Notes 

• Text + Term (optional) 
(+ Text) 

 

• Problems 

• Optional 

• Active 

• Inactive 

 

• Problems 
• Less optional! 

 

   Active Past 

Significant Significant 

Active 

Significant Past 

Minor Minor Active Minor Past 

• Consultation Headings 

• Allocated by Read 
Chapter (or sometimes 
user) 

 

 

• Consultation Headings 
• Allocated by user (and 

sometimes system) 

New Referral  
Social  
Family History  
Allergy 
KIS 
Referral Activity 
Follow Up (free text) 
 

Problem 
History  
Examination  
Comment 
Medication 
Test Request 
Result  
Follow up (Diary dates) 

Administration 
Diagnosis 
Examination 
Intervention 
Management 
Presenting Complaint 
Symptom 





Who 
decides? 



The trouble with 
Terminology 
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So who is going to 
fix all this??!! 



“I don't know, Jim. 
This is a big ship. 
I'm just a country 

doctor.” 



“Not in the gift 
of IT.” 



https://sbmi.uth.edu/nccd/ehrusability/design/ 









“This is not an idle 
discussion of little 

technical book-
keeping details.” 





“If we accept the limits of 
discipline and form as we keep 

data in the medical record… the 
art of medicine will…be released 

from the constraints that disorder 
and confusion always impose.” 



www.justgiving.com/SCIMPGP/ 




