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• Secondary uses of clinical data 

• The role of the NHS Information Centre 

• Data extraction systems 

• Where does GPES fit in? 

• Information governance 

• When will GPES arrive? 

 



NHS Information Centre 



Health and Social Care Bill 

Subject to the Bill’s passage and receipt of 
Royal Assent, the NHS IC will: 

 

• Become the focal point for the collection, 
storage and dissemination of [English] 
national data from health and social care 
bodies. 

 

• Collect data that needs to be collected 
centrally to support central bodies in 
discharging their statutory functions. 

 

Have power to require a health or social 
care body to provide it with information, 
and to request any other person to 
provide information. 
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“Push for a Strict Code On Patient Data” 

  

 “The BMA GPs committee last week called for the code of 
practice [for using patient information] to incorporate 
principles on safeguarding patient confidentiality and data 
security — measures that have already been agreed for 
the new GP data extraction service. 
 
GPC chair Laurence Buckman said: ‘In any consideration 
of data transfer we want to stick to the principles we 
agreed with the IC.’”  
 

 BMA News Review 23 September 2011 

www.tinyurl.com
/gpesig 
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The King’s Fund 

Improving the Quality of 

Care in General Practice, 

The King’s Fund, 2011 

 

“We urge the government to 

accelerate the programme for 

compiling data from the 

computerised records of GPs 

and to set a firm date for the 

implementation of the GPES.” 



General Practice Extraction Service 
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 Practices can decline any 

data extraction 



“Trust me, I am GPES.” 



Information Governance 

Data Protection Act, 1998 

Human Rights Act, 1998 

Common Law Duty of Confidentiality 

NHS Act, 2006 

Data controller means … a person [individuals; 
organisations] who determines the purposes for which and 
the manner in which any personal data are, or are to be, 
processed. 
 
Data controllers will usually be organisations, but can be 
individuals, for example self-employed consultants. 
  
The term “in common” applies where two or more 
“persons” share a pool of personal data that they process 
independently of each other. 
 
Data controllers must ensure that any processing of 
personal data for which they are responsible complies with 
the Act.   



Information Governance 

The Confidentiality and Disclosure of Information: General Medical 

Services, Personal Medical Services and Alternative Provider Medical 

Services Directions 2005  

Data Protection Act, 1998 

Human Rights Act, 1998 

Common Law Duty of Confidentiality 

NHS Act, 2006 

“The regulations provide that GMS 
contracts, PMS agreements and 
APMS contracts must contain a term 
requiring contractors to … allow 
access by the PCT to… information 
that is reasonably required by the 
PCT  

1. for the purposes of, or in 
connection with the GMS contract, 
PMS agreement or APMS contract; 
2. and any other information which 
is reasonably required in connection 
with PCT functions.” 

http://tinyurl/pctigcode 



Information Governance 

Confidentiality NHS Code of Practice, NHS, 2003  

The Care Record Guarantee, NHS, 2009 

Confidentiality, GMC, 2009  

Good Practice Guidelines GP EPR v4 

Ethical principles of autonomy and trust 

The Confidentiality and Disclosure of Information: General Medical 

Services, Personal Medical Services and Alternative Provider Medical 

Services Directions 2005  

Data Protection Act, 1998 

Human Rights Act, 1998 

Common Law Duty of Confidentiality 

NHS Act, 2006 

www.tinyurl.com
/gpesig 
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Practice Controls 

GP Controls Data Extraction 

1. Sign up to receive GPES 
requests 
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Runs extract  

Practice 

receives 

notification 

 GP System Supplier 
develops queries  

and notifies practices 

Decides to 

participate 

Decides to 

release data 

http://www.clker.com/clipart-2766.html
http://www.clker.com/clipart-2766.html
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Secondary uses 
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What’s Next for GPES? 

• Sign contracts with GPET-Q supplier and first GP 
system suppliers 

• Development assurance programme 

– Rapid application development 

– IC Implementation Board 

• Build business capability 

– Including GP informatics expertise and IAG 

• First live extracts September 2012 

• All data feeds to CQRS April 2013 



Summary 

• Health and Social Care Bill 

• Methods of data extraction from Primary Care 

• The GPES process 

• Our Information Governance Principles 

• The implementation of the Principles 


